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The fourth annual Youth Waterfowl Hunt at T. M.
Goodwin/Broadmoor  sponsored by DUCKS
UNLIMITED Marsh Chairman Jeff Kraynik was a
success despite the inclement weather. Friday
night camping and activities were almost “blown

away” by a large rain and windstorm. The
following is a capsule of several eyewitness
reports.

Arrived to find about a dozen tents set up and the
campfire ablaze. The ride to the tower was a
“trip” best made in a 4X4 with mud up to the
running boards. A few folks got stuck and had to
be towed to camp.

Friday evening there was a hearty meal followed
by a story teller entertaining the group around the
campfire. Soon the rains and wind came and a
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general retreat to tents or vehicles for the night.
Unfortunately, the winds made short work of the
tents.

A bedraggled crowd gathered the next morning at
the check station for breakfast and check in before
heading out into the downpour. The hunt was in
tough conditions but the ducks were out in their
favorite weather and the youngsters had plenty of
shots. Most parties had ducks for everyone in the
bag. The hunt ended about 10:30 AM and the
following program included a session on hunting
safety, raffle and a bar-b-que lunch.

Thanks to all the volunteers who assisted the
youngsters, the FWC staff at T. M. Goodwin
(Steve, Mike, Jamie and Ed) and Darryl Jacobs, DU
and UW-F member, for underwriting the lunch.




From The President
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MIXED BAG!
“Mixed Bag” was a commonly
heard refrain during the past
season. Both usually recognized
meanings could be applied.
Waterfowl numbers and hunting
did vary greatly from place to
place and at different times
during the season, but often the
comment was happily made
literally referring to the birds
hanging on the strap. Many
hunters, especially in the south,
reported a larger variety of
species wintering in Florida in
significant numbers than ever in
memory. Florida normally sees
few wild mallards; they can be

rare even in the Panhandle.
Pintails, widgeon, spoonbills,
gadwall, redheads and canvas

backs are often only found in
numbers in the northern part of
the peninsula or around Merritt
Island and the Big Bend
estuaries. Also, a Lake
Okeechobee hunt occasionally
will yield some of the larger
ducks. However, in most years
ringers and teal, with the one
mottled allowed, tend to make
up the bulk of the harvest in
Florida marshes.

Not this season!

Reports from across the state
had green heads showing up in
the Panhandle earlier than usual
and all the larger ducks further
south than normal. Even
redheads were taken in the STAs
in south Florida. The
speculation regarding the reason
for this unusual season seems to
point to the hurricane damage
on the central gulf coast
marshes in Louisiana and

Mississippi. There is a logical
theory that migrating ducks
found their old wintering

grounds in poor condition and
just kept filtering down around
the coast to better food sources
in Florida. Makes sense to me.
Although | would not wish for
another hurricane season like
last year’s, | hope a lot of those
displaced new Florida visitors
from the north really liked what
they found and will COME BACK
NEXT YEAR!

UNITED WATERFOWLERS-FL
begins the year 2006 with a full
agenda. The 2006 UW-F
WINTER HUNT AND BOARD
MEETING set the direction and

goals. The new Board, Officers
and Regional Managers are
already hard at work. The

calendar page on the web site is
full of important meetings and
workshops across the state.
UW-F is your VOICE at the FWC

COMMISSIONERS MEETINGS,
FDEP AQUATIC PLANT
MANAGEMENT PLANNING,
SFWMD, SJWMD, SWFWMD

WRAC AND BOARD MEETINGS
and many others. You are
represented on the FUTURE OF
HUNTING IN FLORIDA
STEERING COMMITTEE and have
a “contact in Tallahassee” with
THE ALLIED SPORTSMEN'’S
ASSOCIATIONS OF FL.

UW-F has a long list of 2006
PROJECTS to accomplish. They
include: ADVANCE SOVEREIGN
LAND ACCESS PROJECT STATE
WIDE, INCREASE  HUNTING
ACCESS TO ALL STATE WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS’
LANDS NOT IN WMAS,
ESTABLISH FULL WATERFOWL
SEASONS ON SFWMD’S CERP
RESERVOIRS. These are a few
of the sixteen specific goals.

How can you help UW-F achieve
success? Add your VOICE when
asked! Several times each year
UW-F identifies critical issues
that need members to respond
to specific bureaucrats or
agencies with letters and e-
mails. Usually the information is
broadcast by a UW-F YAHOO
Group e-mail to all members.
Take these e-mails seriously!
Your input is needed and the
power of UW-F depends on your
prompt response. The VOICE is
only as loud as the participation
of our members en-mass on
each issue. Read the article in
this NEWSLETTER on the
proposed Jacksonville boat ramp
gun ban ordinance that our
members helped fight to a stand
still in less than a day. You do
have the POWER TO WIN, but
not as a single voice.....UW-F
amplifies your VOICE!!!

Thanks for your membership,
thanks for renewing on
time....see your date on the
NEWSLETTER address label,
thanks for those supporting
letters and e-mails, thanks for
attending meetings and
speaking out for UW-F, thanks
for signing up new members,
and thanks for supporting the
two UW-F raffle fund raisers
each year.

-Newton Cook




For our

Young Ringers...

Youth Membership Feature Article by Dave Smith
*******TheBIue-WingedTeaI*******

The Blue Winged Teal is one of the smallest puddle
ducks. Only the Green Winged Teal is slightly
smaller. These little ducks are favorites among
duck hunters and are among the best tasting
ducks you can harvest.

The Blue Winged Teal are usually the first ducks to
migrate into their winter range. They come from
their nesting sites in Canada and the northern
prairies of the United
States. They are
long distant flyers
and can make their
journey with very

few stops. The
winter range
stretches from

across the southern
U. S. and Florida
into the Caribbean,
Central America and
South America. Teal
can be observed in
Florida marshes as
early as late August.

A special hunting
season is usually
established in late
September to take
advantage of the
early migration k
patterns.

The adult Blue Winged Teal is about 15 %% inches
in length with a wingspread of roughly twenty-
four inches. The birds weigh about fourteen
ounces. The life span is about four years. The
best identifying mark for a male Blue Wing is the
distinctive white crescent slash in front of the eye.
Both male and female Blue Wings have large blue
patches on their wings easily seen during flight
and from which their name is derived.

The Blue Winged Teal like to travel in flocks,
rapidly flashing about the marsh. They seem to fly
faster than their speed of 30 to 40 miles per hour

because of their smaller size and rapid wing beats.
The Blue Wing will decoy, often diving in with little
abandon, but sometimes teasing the hunter with
multiple circles before committing. The Teal will
usually be silent to the hunters’ ears except for
the buzz of air through their wings as they pass
like small rockets. However, the female
sometimes makes a weak quack and the male a
long hissing whistled peep.

Teal are puddle
ducks and prefer
smaller and shallow
bodies of water and
marsh. Although
found in salt-water
estuaries, teal prefer
fresh water. Blue
Wings are primarily
vegetarian but will
eat some animal
matter. The highly
vegetarian diet
contributes to the
tasty favor when
prepared for the
table. When feeding,
the Blue Wing will

extend its head to
feed, rarely tipping
like most puddle
ducks.

The numbers of Blue Winged Teal continue to be
steady with a slight rise in population in recent
years. They are very wide spread in range on
both the summer and winter grounds, contributing
to their resiliency.

Blue Winged Teal give hunters many thrills with
their habit of dive bombing decoys at low level and
fast speeds just at shooting light, zipping over the
blind in a flash. The hunters’ react with a rush of
adrenalin that, successful or not with their shots,
create fond memories of days in the marsh with
these marvelous waterfowl.




