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SOVEREIGN SUBMERGED LANDS...
WATERFOWLING OPPORTUNITIES EXPLORED

A special 2005 United Waterfowlers Florida (UW-F)
project was to expand waterfowling opportunities
on Wildlife Management Areas (WMA'’s) throughout
the State. That project was rewarded with a
potential increase of thousands of acres of
huntable marshes in Florida.

All WMA'’s have unique rules set by the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).

Most WMA’s only permit migratory bird hunting
when the migratory bird season coincides with
another established season or quota hunt on that
WMA. UW-F proposed that all WMA’s should permit
duck hunting for the entire duck season regardless
of the timing of the quota hunts for deer and hog
or the small game seasons established for rabbit,
squirrel and the like.
(continued on Page 9)




From The President

THE SEASON APPROACHES...
"THEY’RE HERE!”
“THEY’RE HERE!”

You could almost hear the
excitement of the member in his
post on the UW-F web site
forum.

Early Teal Season
was about to begin
and we were all
anxiously looking in
our favorite marshes
for any indication
that the birds had
started their long
migration.  Captain
George and | were
fishing in the
LOXAHATCHEE

FEDERAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE one
morning shortly
after that post and
the distinctive flash
of the wings of a
flock of teal in the
distance caught my
eye. Yes, they are here!

Early Teal Season was a marked
success versus last year’s
hurricane ravaged hunting.
Reports from members around
the state indicate ducks were
there to be found, sometimes
without the wusual slogging in
tough terrain. The WCAs were
closed to hunting in the south
below Lake Okeechobee due to
high water but the STAs took up
some of the slack with over 300
hunting opportunities available.
Goodwin/Broadmoor held the
normal good number of ducks
and reports up and down the
east coast brackish rivers and
marshes, including MINWR, were

better than last season. Large
portions of the north central and
western part of the state depend
on wood ducks for the early
season bag and the numbers
seem to be about the same as
previous years. All together, the
early season was the tease it
usually is for the real pleasure to
come.

Meanwhile, the work goes on.
UW-F officers and members

have been busy across the state

speaking to the issues to
improve your duck hunting.
Several articles in this edition of
the Newsletter will report on
progress made with the state
agencies, water management
districts and federal agencies on
topics from exotic vegetation
control to more parking spaces
on STAs. UW-F is active in a
wide range of subjects, with
UW-F members in positions of
influence on various state and
water management district
committees. These include the
FUTURE OF HUNTING IN
FLORIDA Steering Committee,
the LAKE OKEECHOBEE
RESTORATION COMMITTEE, and
various water management

-

districts’ RECREATION COMMITTEE
groups. The positive relationships
our members have with the
officials and staffs of the FWC,
water management districts,
federal refuges and other
agencies across the state insure
duck hunting a “place at the
table” when issues are discussed
and plans made.

There is one article in this
edition |1 want to bring to
everyone’s attention: The
narrow escape of
several members in a
boat accident last
season. They did what
we all should do in

regards to safety and
lived to tell the
tale....... please heed the
warning. Duck hunting
is a dangerous sport.
We are out in the dark,

often in poor weather
conditions, with small
boats loaded to the
gunwales. Most of
Florida does not have
the quickly fatal
hypothermia found

farther north, but the
and weather in the

water
northern sections of Florida can.
Please wear those life jackets!
Stay safe.

Thanks to all for being members
of UNITED WATERFOWLERS-FL.
Thanks for making the meetings
and speaking out. Thanks for
those letters and e-mails to the
bureaucrats when we need
them. Thanks for signing up a
new member and donating to
the Fall Raffle.

Enjoy this new season.

THEY’RE HERE!
-Newton Cook




