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The third annual T. M. Goodwin/Broadmoor
WMA Youth Hunt was conducted February 5, 2005.
DELTA WATERFOWL-FLORIDA began the hunts
three years ago and was joined by DUCKS
UNLIMITED-BREVARD CHAPTER and UNITED
WATERFOWLERS-FL this past season. The event
grows each year, attracting young hunters and
their fathers or sponsors. Seasoned waterfowlers
volunteer to guide the youngsters, supplying
airboats and duck rigs to supplement the walk-in
hunting opportunities.

Many of the thirty-five young hunters had never
been duck hunting before. The excitement of
rising early in the morning and moving into the
marsh before daybreak was a new experience.
The volunteers instructed the hunters on location
choice, decoy arrangement, concealment, calling,
identification of species and the skills required for
successful waterfowling. Safety and proper gun
handling were paramount. The results were a
good time by all and over thirty ducks bagged. No
one counted the shots!

(continued on Page 3)
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From The President

UW-F FOCUS

“Who does UNITED
WATERFOWLERS-FL represent?”

This was amember’s recent post on the
UW-Fwebsite’sPublic Forum.

I saw the post before anyone had
replied. Was this a loaded question?
The recent discourse on several duck
hunting sites regarding other waterfowl
organizations had been rather heated.
Was this just an attempt to entangle
UW-F in the fray?

I was struck that the question could well
be asked by any UW-F member.
Recruitingbycurrentmembersaccounts
for most of the growth of UW-F.
Prospects were certain to want to know
the answer! Just WHO DO WE
REPRESENT?

Such a basic question requires FOCUS
on the most fundamental reason for the
existenceofUW-F:

THEMISSIONSTATEMENT

UNITED WATERFOWLERS-FL, INC. is a
group of Florida duck hunters whose
mission is the improvement of duck
hunting inourstate.

Further details can be found in theUW-F
“GOALS”. These are listed on the back
of the business cards sent to every
member:

To provide Florida waterfowlers with a
unifiedvoice.

Topromotebetter relationships between
waterfowlers and the FWC, water
management districts, USFWS, and the
citizensofFlorida.

To provide hunter input through a
statewide communication network to
the legal processes that determine land
use of state and federally owned
properties.

To promote waterfowl hunting by
providing hunting opportunities for both
youthandadults.

To promote conservation and
enhancement of Florida’s natural
resources.

The points above are all well and
good….but there remains the need for a
clearer definition of “WHO”. Many
members have heard my mantra
about: the thirty-five year old father
making $35,000 a year with a fourteen
year old son who comes in one day and
says “Dad I want to go duck hunting”.
UW-F, I remark, must work to make
that duck hunt happen with a minimum
of red tape, expense and on public land
near theirhome.

Very true, and the little scenario makes
a nice statement during “public
comments”. However,weknow UW-F’s
representation far exceeds the limit of
this small family. Obviously, we
represent Florida duck hunters,
especially those who hunt public land.
However, when you realize how much
work we do to open public land to
“recreational access”, the ramificationsof
UW-F’s efforts extend to many other
user groups as well. A primeexample is
the opening of the South Florida Water
Management’s Storm Water Treatment
Areas to public access. All were
completely closed to any public activity
until duckhuntingwasapprovedonone,
and now three, of the STAs. Part of the
“recreation plan” included bird watchers
on alternate days when hunting was not
scheduled. These guided “birding”
sessions have about forty participants
each weekend during duck
season….some are hunters doing a little
scouting!

UW-F is a member of the EVERGLADES
COORDINATING COUNCIL, which
works to maintain and improve access
for all recreational users in the sixteen
county area of central and south Florida
where hundreds of thousands of acres

are being purchased by government
agencies for the Everglades Restoration
Program. Much of this land is shut off to
the public and intense lobbying is
required to return the lands to public
access. These users include horse back
riders, anglers, off road vehicle riders,
hikers,boatersandothers.

UW-F has a position on the Steering
Committee of the FUTUREOF HUNTING
IN FLORIDA seminar to be held this
August. This FWC supported event will
study the steady decline in the numbers
of Florida hunters and how to reverse it.
Every type of hunting will be influenced
by the positions and input of the UW-F
representatives.

Yes, it seems UW-F “represents” more
than just Florida’s duck hunters. UW-F
has gained the respect of the major
agencies and is invited to participate in
various meetings and activities that
compound our influence. However, we
must always remember the UW-F
MISSION STATEMENT and keep our
primaryFOCUSontheGOALS.

Perhaps that mantra about the father
andhis son is actually closer to themark
than I thought!

The summer issue of the Newsletter is
always the most difficult to create. Last
season seems so long ago and next
season is only an anticipated dream for
the future. However, in this issue the
reader will see UW-F members and
officers are busy at work making sure
that dream comes true. New
regulations are being written with UW-F
input. Unexpected progress is being
made on the hydrilla spraying issue.
Your VOICE does not become silent
during theseslowhotmonths!

Thanks for beinga member. Thanks for
making the agencies’ meetings and
speaking out. Thanks for those e-mails,
letters and calls to thebureaucrats when
weneed them.

-Newton Cook


