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Spring
conditions across the traditional
Atlantic Flyway (AF) breeding
grounds were reportedly above

early summer

average. Winter snowfall in
Ontario and Quebec was
abundant this year and that
resulted in wetlands that were
rated good to excellent by
USFWS  biologists.  Although
spring was late in most areas,

biologists believe that nesting
was not significantly affected
because of abundant spring rain
and mild temperatures. The
breeding population estimates
for our two most abundant
species of winter visitors is up.
Ring-necked duck numbers
show a 66% increase while
Green Wing Teal have shown a
23% improvement in breeding
success. There is however, a
continuing slide in the Lesser
Scaup with a drop of 20% again
this year.
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- Nassau Bridges

The June issue of FLORIDA
SPORTSMAN, the most read
outdoor sports magazine in
Florida, featured an article on
the new policy of the SOUTH
FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT to plan for and
encourage public use of their
properties, including hunting.
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“(UW-F)...attended the behind
the scenes meetings and
lobbied key politicians and water
managers on state, regional and
local levels.”

UW-F (and DELTA) member Jeff
Allen and David Lithgow played
important roles in this progress.
A debt of thanks is owed to
WRAC member Rob Barton, who
chaired the SFWMD Recreation
Workshop and Henry Dean,
Executive Director SFWMD, for
his positive reception of the
workshop’s report.

South Florida UW-F members of
the ‘EIGHTH STREET GANG”
stood tall at two important
meetings in Miami and helped
win the day!

CONSIRVATION FRONT -

Water District Okays Greater Public Access
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Look for more in the near future
including national magazines...

Your VOICE is being heard!




FROM THE PRESIDENT

The very worst time for duck
hunters is here, aptly called the
summer doldrums. Hot, humid,
buggy weather relieved by
thunderstorms full of wind and
lightning. A trip to the marsh
for bass or redfish is highlighted
by a pair of Mottled ducks that
bring a brief rush of adrenalin
as they sail by. Time drags by
so slow these days... UNLESS
you are a part of the UW-F team
that is fighting for Florida
waterfowlers every day of the
year! The government agencies,
water management districts and
wildlife management agencies
never rest. There are important
issues at stake at numerous
meetings across Florida every
month. Decisions will be made
that make or break those 60
days we love. UW-F will be
there for you.....the question is
“Will you be there for UW-F?”.

There is only one organization
working across the state to
improve the opportunities for
the general public to hunt ducks
in Florida. UW-F volunteers
devote many hours of time and
no small sum of personal funds
to travel and attend meetings
and workshops. These range
from the PCS pits, the length
and breadth of the St. Johns
River marshes, the coastal
estuaries on all coasts, including
Merritt Island National Wildlife
Refuge, Lake Okeechobee, the
Kissimmee chain, the glades,
including the STAs, and WMA'’s
such as T.M. Goodwin and

Broadmoor. WE NEED YOUR
HELP!
UW-F is no different than all

volunteer groups. About five
percent of members do ninety
five percent of the work. Thank
heaven for the members and

sponsors who can only support
with their dues.....we cannot
survive without them. If that is
all a member can contribute, we
only ask they renew on time,
support the two raffles, and try
to sign up a few more members.
Thank each and every one of
you! Many members also lend
support by keeping tabs on the
web sites and promptly
responding to requests to e-
mail, write or phone specific
bureaucrats on issues. These
members are the strength of
UW-F....the muscle. They make
the difference when we stand to
speak at the public meetings
and every one of  the
bureaucrats know who UW-F is
because of the stack of
messages they received the day
before! The VOICE is heard and
respected across Florida.

Finally, there are the active
members who attend meetings,
some only occasionally upon
notice on the web site that “this
is a turnout meeting”. Others
who schedule to attend and
speak for UW-F must devote
time and effort to develop
relationships with a large cross
section of officials and
representatives of political
groups, conservation groups
and other so called “interested
parties”. This can be
challenging and fun as you meet
a whole new set of people,
some becoming good friends
and allies. These members are
the foot soldiers of UW-F in the
trenches for you and all
Floridian waterfowlers.

WHERE DO YOU STAND?
CAN YOU MOVE UP A LEVEL?

JOIN IN AND MAKE DUCK
HUNTING A 12 MONTH
ACTIVITY!

-Newton Cook

MERRITT ISLAND
NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE
COMPREHENSIVE
CONSERVATION PLAN

This plan is being developed as
a guideline for management of
the Refuge for the next fifteen
years. UW-F has been involved
since the beginning. The UW-F
position was developed by Kevin
Hall and an outline of that
position follows this update
concerning recent meetings.

MOSQUITO LAGOON
PUBLIC MEETINGS

By Ron Bloomquist

The most recent meetings’
major concern was the closing
of substantial areas on the
“flats” to motors and the
establishing of pole only zones.
The damage to seagrass has
become an environmental topic
that will be addressed and UW-F
is in the discussions supporting
both protection of the seagrass
and access for hunters. On this
specific issue, UW-F has
suggested “travel lanes” for
motorized access throughout
the 21,000 acres marked with
stakes which have reflectors for
night navigation. Travel outside
of the lanes would be by poling

only. There continues to be
debate on the number and
location of the lanes. Marc

Epstein, Senior Refuge Biologist
and Dorn Whitmore, Refuge
Rangers Supervisor have been
meeting with the public and
interested parties. There often
is disagreement between
anglers, fishing guides and
hunters at the Refuge but there
is no doubt about the fact that
the waterfowl come  first
according to LAW as the




purpose of the refuge is: “...FOR
USE AS AN INVIOLATE
SANCUARY, OR FOR ANY OTHER
MANAGEMENT PURPOSE, FOR
MIGRATORY BIRDS” 16 USC
& 715D (MIGRATORY BIRD
CONSERVATION ACT).

The refuge managers have
issued a statement on the
PLAN’S OVERRIDING INTENT:

Increasing the quality of the
Mosquito Lagoon experience for
priority public use activities such
as fishing.

Decreasing negative behaviors
of users such as:

- Running the flats

- Humping/bumping redfish

- Scarring the seagrass beds
with propellers, and dredging
the bottom

Decreasing negative impacts to
and disturbance of wildlife and
habitats, including addressing:

-Decreased waterfowl usage

- Wildlife behavioral changes
(e.g., lesser scaup have
shifted to feeding at night.

- Restoring rookery island
nesting to historic levels

- Protecting seagrass beds and
Essential Fish Habitat

- Minimizing the cumulative
impacts on Mosquito Lagoon

UW-F member Jim Neviaser with
rare central FL Greenhead.

UW-F POSITION
STATEMENT FOR MINWR

Understanding that Merritt Island
National  Wildlife Refuge is
undertaking it's Comprehensive
Conservation Plan, we at UNITED
WATERFOWLERS-FL feel that
several points of concern should
be addressed. These points
consist of habitat management,
hunting fees and permits, public
access, and the general
promotion of waterfowl hunting
within the refuge.

Firstly, the issue of habitat
management is of crucial
importance to all waterfowlers
as a healthy marsh is beneficial
not only to migratory waterfowl,
but to all native species as well.
We feel that all efforts should be
made in the management of all
impoundments within the
boundaries of MINWR to
maximize habitat attractive to
waterfowl and other species.
This should be accomplished
through proper measures
including controlled burns,
spring draw-downs and other
proven effective biological
manipulation techniques.
Creating numerous
impoundments with attractive
waterfowl habitat within the
refuge would more evenly
disperse waterfowl throughout
the MINWR impoundment
complex.

The benefits of such prescribed
habitat management would be
twofold. Waterfowl would have
more areas in which to feed,
rest and roost; while
overcrowding of hunters would
be alleviated. With this said, the
current need for hunting permits
for a handful of impoundments
would no longer be necessary.
Hunters could easily find ample
room throughout the huntable
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impoundments within the refuge
and reduce the overall pressure

on waterfowl, similar to
conditions that were found in
the early part of the last

decade.

With the elimination of required
hunt permits, the requisite fees
associated with the
administration of this program
would be removed as well. With
the current system, hunters are
required to purchase permits to
hunt certain impoundments
within the refuge. Waterfowl
hunters, through the Federal
Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp (Duck
Stamp) and the Florida State
Waterfowl Permit programs
already provide a great deal of
funding for projects and
programs within MINWR as the
proceeds from the Federal Duck
Stamp go directly to Federal

National Wildlife Refuges.
Having said this, UNITED
WATERFOWLERS-FL supports
the position that waterfowl

hunters are paying for refuges
while other visitors are reaping
the benefits. Furthermore, our
recommendation on this point is
that all visitors to the refuge be
required to pay a nominal fee or
possess a Federal Duck Stamp
to gain access to MINWR. This
would move to amend the
current situation wherein
waterfowlers are unjustly the
only fee paying group while also
generating more funds for the
NWR system through increase
sales of Federal Duck Stamps
ands admission/use fees.

With the vast opportunity to
study the activities of migrating
waterfowl on the refuge, we feel
MINWR should take a more
active role in this arena. By
setting up hunter check stations
to monitor not only the




numbers, sex and species of
waterfowl taken, but also, the
number of hunters and the
areas they use, the refuge can

more appropriately direct
activities for habitat
improvement and track the

effectiveness of those activities.

Lastly, we feel that waterfowling
as a legitimate and priority use
of MINWR should be promoted
in the same fashion as fishing
and wildlife observation.
Waterfowling is a positive
activity that brings families and

friends together, it teaches
responsibility with watercraft
and firearms, promotes
conservation and wildlife

appreciation and benefits all
forms of wildlife. Hunters,
through their involvement with
conservation groups such as
Ducks Unlimited and Delta
Waterfowl, provide the funding
as well as the vehicle for habitat
preservation and improvement.
We feel that waterfowlers have
been  supporting NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGES with
Federal Duck Stamps and their
donations to conservation
groups and desire that MINWR

recognize these contributions
and likewise portray
waterfowling as a positive

member of the refuge family of
activities.

-KEVIN HALL

SFWMD WRAC LAKE
OKEECHOBEE WATER
MANAGEMENT
WORKSHOPS

Representatives for UNITED
WATERFOWLERS-FL are
attending the current series of
workshops established to make

recommendations to the
SFWMD for the future
management of Lake

Okeechobee water levels. There

are various competing
interested parties including
cities and towns, counties,

farmers, anglers (fresh and salt
water), environmental groups
and hunters. The area involved
includes most of central and all
of south Florida.

Past practices have kept the
lake too high for environmental
health of both the lake and the
estuaries. This bias was to
protect agricultural interests
from drought and any chance of
crop damage. Recent
adjustments in the rules have
been allowed by the US Army
Corp. of Engineers increasing
the flexibility of the water
managers to make decisions
that are bias toward lower
levels. The workshop will try to
reach a consensus on a plan
that will benefit the
environment and have a
reasonable safety feature for

the agricultural interests. The
technology is extremely
complex with various
engineering models running

hundreds of pages of text and
graphs.

UW-F has found an ally in the
AUDUBON SOCIETY as the
management of water levels to
improve the habitat for
waterfowl is a mutual goal. Dr.
N. Paul Gray, Coordinator Lake
Okeechobee Watershed
Program, (a sometimes duck
hunter) is highly respected in
the discipline and our review of
his correspondence to the
district and Corps of Engineers
was found to be in sync with our
own goals. We are often found
on the same side of issues being
debated in the meetings. A
brief part of Dr. Gray’s writings:
“Amidst all the complexity and
confusion of issues surrounding
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Lake Okeechobee’s problems,
there really are just three
simple things that need to be
done to get the lake back on
track.

Continue controlling exotic
species.
Keep the Ilake shallower.

Okeechobee should never rise
above 15.5 feet and ideally
should drop to about 12 feet
most dry seasons. Until CERP is
completed, we cannot expect
Okeechobee to reach 12 feet
each year because of water
supply concerns. In the interim,
we CAN reach the 13.5 feet
range at the end of most dry
seasons with minimal risk to the
water supply. Such a dry
season level would benefit the
lake and help protect the
estuaries from massive summer
releases, such as in 2003.

Stop importing phosphorus into
the watershed. At the same
time that we are designing CERP

and the Lake Okeechobee
Protection Plan to reduce
phosphorus inflows into Lake

Okeechobee by about 400 tons
per year, at a cost of more than
a billion dollars, we continue to
add more than 3000 additional
tons to the watershed each
year. This is not a sustainable
situation.”

These basic positions can be
supported by UW-F. Most
important to ducks are the
lower levels in the spring for
successful nesting of the Mottled
duck and the lower general
levels to enhance food
vegetation growth in the marsh
areas. Members are welcome to
attend the meetings.
Information is listed on the web
site Calendar and is posted on
the UW-F Public web forum.




SOUTH FLORIDA WATER
MANGEMENT DISTRICT
FORMS RECREATIONAL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

UNITED WATERFOWLERS-FL,
participated in numerous
SFWMD Workshops on

Recreation during 2003 and into
the Spring of 2004. Other
groups included the AUDUBON
SOCIETY, SAFER, CORPS OF
ENGINEERS, FWC, US PARK
SERVICE, USFWS, DELTA
WATERFOWL, AIRBOAT CLUB,
HIKING ASSOCIATION, ETC.
The end results were several
recommendations to the
SFWMD WRAC for their approval
and to be forwarded to the
SFWMD Governing Board for
voting and implementation. The
two most important items which
passed through the process
were the change of bias toward
allowing more public access and
use of district lands and the
establishment of a permanent
RECREATION ADVISORY
COMMITTEE. The first meeting
of the new RAC was July 12.

Considering the past inclination
to keep the public off of district
lands when any excuse could be
found, i.e.: too dangerous,
liability for lawsuits, too
expensive to improve facilities,
no one to manage activity, the
new directive from Mr. Henry
Dean, Executive Director, was a
fundamental reversal. The new
RAC will work with district staff

to help implement the new
policy. The FWC’'s Steve
Coughlin has the important
assighment to coordinate

hunting activity with the SFWMD
staff. UW-F will have a seat on

the RAC representing the
interests of Florida’s duck
hunters.

The first issue UW-F will present
will be the opening of the
STORM WATER TREATMENT
AREAS (STAs) to more hunting.
Currently only STA 5 is open
one day a week on a very
limited call in basis. The STAs
are the largest marshes in south
Florida, managed as (filter
marshes for phosphorous
removal, but by coincidence the
same practices make them duck
magnets. This situation is both
an opportunity and a problem.
The marshes would be great
hunting areas if opened for
hunting but will hold the major
portion of the wintering flock as
on a preserve if not opened,
adversely impacting duck
hunting in the glades and the
marshes of Lake Okeechobee.
Last season was the first to
register this effect.

UW-F will be the VOICE for you
at the SFWMD RECREATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
meetings.
-Newton Cook

SFWMD WRAC RAW

Meeting Report

The "Committee" was renamed
"Workshop™ to avoid confusion
with the acronym. We are now
officially the South Florida Water
Management District, Water
Resources Advisory Comm.,
Recreational Advisory Workshop.
SFWMD WRAC RAW for short!

The meeting went very well and
lasted 5 hours. Many projects
throughout the district were
discussed. Although the STA's
are a main focus for duck
hunters right now, | can assure
you that there are Ilarge
holdings of district lands that
hold potential now or will in the
future. Many large reservoirs
are in the planning stages and
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other lands that the district has
purchased may offer hunting
opportunities. We all need to
pay attention to the public
meeting process for each of the
individual projects. The CERP
projects need to have recreation
included before they are
submitted to Congress for
authorization. If not, the money

will not be there. SFWMD
projects also need to have
recreation included in the
original management plan. If

not, we have to wait 5 years for
a new management plan on any
particular piece of property.

STA Hunt Status 04705

This must be approved by the
Governing Board but here is
what is being considered:

STA5 will continue to have
Sunday morning hunts. The
Staff recommended that this be
given permanent status rather
than the temporary situation
that exists now. That way we
won't have to go before the
board every year to ask, it will
be automatic.

UW-F has made a proposal to
allow an additional afternoon
hunt on each Sunday as well.
Staff has not agreed but Rock
Salt, with the US Dept. of
Interior made a motion to have
the RAW recommend adoption
of the UW-F position. Thank you
Rock! This is not a done deal;
we will need to lobby the WRAC
and Board to get this done!

STA 1W will have each Saturday
of the season open in a manner
similar to STA5. Again the
possibility exists of morning and
afternoon hunts. Also it appears
the number of hunters per hunt
will be increased. There may be
as many as 40 vehicles (up from
25) with 2 hunters per vehicle.




STA 3/4 is new and staff will not
release it for public access to
the interior until the emerging
vegetation is established. The
estimate was 2 to 3 years from
startup. 3/4 was started in
October 2003 so it is possible it
will be partially opened next
(05/06) season.

STA 1E was annexed into the
village of Wellington with little
public fan fair. This happened in
the last 2 months. This is going
to be a new hot topic for our
involvement around the state.
April Gromnicki with Audubon
made a motion to have the RAW
draft a letter to the WRAC
expressing concern over this
practice. UW-F will make our
position well known to the
members!

STA 6 will not be hunted due to
an agreement with FPL which
has transmission lines across
this site. We can look farther
into this and see if any
accommodation can be made
remote from the power lines.

It was stated that STA 2 has no
legal access route at this time
but that more lands were going
to be purchased that would
allow access off US 27. Steve
Coughlin with FWC pointed out
that when it was Brown's Farm
there was an access road and
easements and these should still
be in place. SFWMD Staff is
looking into the matter and will
report back at the next meeting.

Hunt reservations on all STA's
that are open will be by Quota
hunt permit rather than call-in.
FWC is working on the
procedure. There is a potential
timing problem because the
waterfowl seasons are so late
getting set due to the Flyway
reports. FWC is confident that

they can work it out. Also the
permits may be non-
transferable. Members with any
good ideas for a permit system
are encouraged to contact your
regional director. UW-F will be
working closely with the FWC to
get a system in place that is as
fair as possible. We'll report the
details as soon as we learn
more.

We were hoping for additional
hunting days during the week
but the Staff is opposed at this
time. All of the STA's have
construction projects ongoing to
one degree or another right
now. In the future, if we
continue to earn the respect of
the water managers, there is a
good chance we will get some
days during the week. This will
be a continuing battle but we
have the momentum in our
favor and things are looking
very good for the vyears to
come.

The only negative statement for
the entire evening as far as
duck hunters are concerned was
a complaint about shotgun
shells littering the bank of STAS.
We all need to educate our
members and the other hunters
that use SFWMD properties that
all LITTER must be removed
from the site or we may lose the
access that we have been
fighting so hard for. There will
be bird watching tours, hikes,
horseback riding and other
activities on all of these sites.
We cannot allow hunters to be
the BAD GUYS by leaving spent
cases laying on the ground or
floating in the water. Please let
everyone know that this is a big
deal to SFWMD Staff.

Thanks for the good turnout by
duck hunters! We had many
UW-F and Delta guys in

attendance. We were by far the
best represented group of stake
holders.

- David Lithgow

UW-F PARTICIPATES IN
WILD GAME DINNER
On May 15th the Wyoming
Antelope Club in Pinellas County
held its annual Wild Game
Dinner. New member Charlie
Wheeler and | manned the UW
food booth. With the help of
some extra donated ducks from
Duke Dubose and Joe Richter Sr
we were able to serve about
185 people some delicious
bacon wrapped duck bites. Well
I was told they were good, so
good in fact that | didn't even
get a chance to try any myself!
After frying up the last batch
and shutting down the cooker |
slipped under the shaded tarp to
enjoy some duck. What greeted
me was an empty pan. Oh well,
maybe next year. A big thanks
to Charlie who joined UW at the
dinner and then helped me out
by serving the duck bites while |
fried more. Also available was

moose  chili, fried turkey,
smoked fish spread, antelope
meatballs, grilled wild hog,

smoked venison, hog hams and
BBQ pork sandwiches. The club
raised about $4800 from the
dinner and raffles. Hope to see
some other UW members next

year.

- Mike Kuhn

UW-F SW Regiohl Director Mike
Kuhn with new member Charlie
Wheeler serving duck bites.




