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Florida’s mottled ducks may
be on a collision course with
extinction because of
mallards people sometimes
keep as pets or release into
the wild. The Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) today
moved to reduce the
problem by adopting tighter
restrictions on possession
and sale of mallards.

ducks that visit Florida
during winter and migrate
back north before the
closely related mottled
ducks are ready to mate.

Captive-reared- and-
released mallards, however,
don’t migrate and
frequently mate with

Florida’'s mottled ducks.
The resulting mottled
duck/mallard hybrids could
force mottled ducks out of
existence.

Mallards already released
into the wild, may continue
to cause problems
throughout their 10-year

average lifespan. The
hybrids also reproduce, and
that compounds the
problem.

The new FWC rule prohibits
possession of mallards (with
exemptions for licensed
shooting preserves, dog
field trials and dog
training), requires proper
caging for permitted ducks
and prohibits sale of
mallards to anyone who is
not properly permitted. It
takes effect July 1.

More information about
mottled duck conservation
is available online at

www.wildflorida.org/duck.

At the February 22" 2004
board meeting the following
executive board positions
for the coming year were
nominated and seconded.

Officers:

President: Newton Cook
Secretary: David Lithgow
Treasurer: Joe Richter, Sr.

Directors:

Ron Bloomquist
Alain Kassab
Phil Harper
Mickey Meridith

The Regional Directors
are tentatively appointed as
follows:

North Central:
Mike Smith

North East:
Duke Dubose
Joe Richter, Sr.

South:

David Severns
Alex Urquia
Newton Cook

Southwest:
Phil Harper
Joe Girabaldi
Mike Kuhn




Letter From Incoming
President

Thanks to the foundation
established by Richard
McCormick, Kevin Hall,
Duke Dubose, and the past
officers and directors,
UNITED WATERFOWLERS —
FLORIDA continues to move
forward and grow. UW-F
remains a still maturing
organization. The group is
only in the fourth year of
activity. However, the
accomplishments of UW-F

have had fundamental
impact. Working with like
minded organizations,

improving the opportunities
for Florida Waterfowlers
with more access to public
lands, better scheduling of
seasons and elimination of
extra fees directed only at
hunters. UW-F is a
respected organization and
has gained important
influence with water
management districts, state
wildlife agencies and other
government entities across
Florida. UW-F also has
developed positive  and
cooperative relationships
with the two major national
waterfowling groups,
DUCKS UNLIMITED and
DELTA WATERFOWL.

The next year will require
progress in several areas to
insure the continued growth
of UW-F. Number one is our
commitment to be the
“VOICE OF FLORIDA’'S
WATERFOWLERS”. UW-F’s
reason for existence is UW-
F  members, with the
specific assignment to work
to improve duck hunting in
Florida, attending various
local, state and federal
agency meetings,

monitoring their activities,
speaking to the hunting
issues and informing the
UW-F group of
observations. Some issues
will be local, others will
require statewide attention,
but all will be important to
the officers and board of
UW-F. UW-F will call upon
members to support
appropriate campaigns on
these issues directed at
specific agency people or
politicians. The strength of
UW-F is the flood of e-
mails, letters, and phone
calls generated on selected
topics.

UW-F members will
naturally improve another
important area of influence
while attending the agency
meetings; developing
positive relationships with
local, state, and federal
personnel who directly
determine when, where,
and how we hunt. These
relationships are crucial to
having a “VOICE” at the
table on any issue.

Other goals for this year are

more internal, but
improvements on these
functions will have a

positive impact on the UW-F
core mission outlined in the
previous paragraphs. A
much stronger Regional
Directors group has evolved
and these people are the
backbone of UW-F. They will
be supplied with better
ammunition this year and
the regional directors will be
asked to define the specific
local issues, list the
agencies involved, pinpoint
the individuals who have
influence and to maintain a
calendar of meetings

needing the attendance of
UW-F. This work is vital but
not necessarily rigorous as
the UW-F website (gives
easy access to forwarding
and posting of acquired
information.

On a statewide basis, UW-F
will continue to improve
communications and
processing of membership
and renewal applications.
We are all volunteers, with
busy lives, and no volunteer
organization will ever be
totally efficient. However,
UW-F is better today and
will be better in the future.
The UW-F website will allow
for further progress.
However, the website is no
better than the frequency of
members’ visits and posts.
Members should visit the

site regularly and
participate.

Additional statewide
projects will include the

development of a “Key
Targets” list of local, state,
and federal people and
agencies (Regional Directors
input as above) to be
organized on the website. A
“PR” list of outdoor sports
editors and publications
with outreach to the general
public will be maintained to
place the UW-F projects and
positions on issues “in the
news”

The UW-F officers, board
of directors, and regional
directors give of their time
and funds to make UW-F
a success. Not every One
can be as active, but
every member is
important to UW-F. UW-F
is not a fundraising
organization, but your
$25.00 (or  $100.00)




membership and your
purchase of the occasional
raffle ticket buys you
extraordinary influence
toward improving your
hunting right here in
Florida. Administrative
costs must be covered by
these purposely limited
sources. UW-F will not
compete with the national
organizations for funds.
To grow, UW-F needs all
members to solicit new
members and renew
memberships annually.
Together we can make the
“VOICE OF FLORIDA
WATERFOWLERS” loud
and clear!

-Newton Cook

FROM AROUND THE
STATE...

NORTHEAST

Well, the season has come
and gone and there were
some high points and low
points for the Upper basin
area. T.M. Goodwin started
out firecracker hot with
good numbers of birds for
all hunters and some real
superb shooting for the
guys who were Ilucky at
"phone lotto". As the
season moved along
Goodwin proper faded and
by mid December the
Broadmoor area was the hot
ticket with only a few hard
workers able to dig some
gold out of Goodwin.
Broadmoor was consistently
good all season and it
appears that the Black
bellies were doing well
within the area. We hope
that areas 1 and 3 along
with 5 will be in better

shape next season to afford
more spots to hunters.
Generally speaking, the
birds that were most
abundant were Blue wing
and Green wing teal and
Mottled ducks with a good
number of Ringnecks early
on. The Ringnecks tailed off
and were noticeably absent
in the upper basin as
compared with seasons
past. The East marsh was
another spot that had a
good start but quickly
lagged as was the same at
Garcia and Ansin. Near the
end of the season there was
a rise in bird numbers.
Unfortunately, it was too
little too late.
My experience with Merritt
Island NWR was not too
good....to say the least!
With a great early teal
season hope was high.
Habitat looked the best in a
decade and | secured
several permits. It was not
the season that was hoped
for and several permits
went unused.

February 19th 2004 was the
date of the southern RAC
and some of the bright
spots for waterfowlers was
the addition of several
hundred acres to the East
marsh. The rules regarding
the Moccasin island addition
to the Upper St Johns WMA
are now in the discussion
phase since this is a
rulemaking year. The hope
is to have them ready to
present at the June meeting
so they may be adopted
and that would add 4,000
acres of prime waterfowl
habitat for the 2005/2006
season.

So, here's hoping for a

bigger better 2004/05

season!
- Joe Richter, Sr.

SOUTH

The 2003/04 season ended
with a bang as UW-F
members assisted the
DELTA WATERFOWL
southern chapter youth
hunt at STA 5. Over two
dozen youngsters enjoyed
good shooting and fun
thanks to DELTA'S (and
UW-F) Dana Brunstrom and
Jeff Allen who organized the
event. The cooperation of
the two organizations has
been important to the
success of  efforts to
influence the SOUTH
FLORIDA WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
and the participants in the
Everglades restoration

project, including the
CORPS of ENGINEERS,
FLORIDA WILDLIFE

COMMISSION, and us
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
AND NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE.

STA 5 (STORAGE
TREATMENT AREA) is one
of several marshes
constructed of planned to
be constructed to store
water from runoff and use
plants to reduce the
phosphorous and  other
nutrients which create the
noxious cattail expanses in
the glades. These marshes
are to the east, south and
southwest of Lake
Okeechobee. Unfortunately
for duck hunters in Florida,
all but STA 5 are off limits.
These marshes are
managed in such a way as
to be duck magnets.
(Would that Holyland or




Rotenberger be SO
managed?) The marshes
now completed are having
an adverse effect on duck
hunting  throughout the

region. Ducks once
distributed in the lake and
glades are sitting

undisturbed on thousands of
acres of marshes that
encourage the growth of
hydrilla and foods ducks
love. STA 5 is open for
hunting on a trial basis on
Sunday only for a small
number of hunters who
must call in for a spot. The
harvest per hunter per day
is over 5 birds, giving a
general idea of the
concentration of birds there
and on the other STAs.
Must be opened or duck
hunting as it is now known
in south Florida will cease to
exist.

UW-F has been in the
forefront of efforts to
convince the CERP and
SFWMD agencies that duck
hunting can be expanded to
all STAs on a more open
basis. A recent series of
SFWMD public workshop
meetings during 2003
ended with the
recommendation to the
SFWMD commissioners that,
among other access issues,
a permanent Recreation
Advisory Committee be
established to advise on
such matters. Thanks to
the attendance to many
long and sometimes
contentious meetings ( the
hikers, birdwatchers, etc.
were all there) of Jeff Allen,
David Lithgow and others,
and especially a large
turnout of the Miami
contingent (aka the Eighth
Street Gang) at the final

presentation to the full
WRAC several pro-access
and pro-hunting statements
were included in the final
draft.

The initial hunting STA 5
has been stated by the
managing agency as to
have had no adverse effect
on the marsh. The FWC
people are supporting
hunting. The two local
outdoor  editors (Miami
herald and Fort Lauderdale
Sun Sentinel) have written
articles describing the
adverse results to duck
hunting in south Florida this
past season. However, the
challenge is in the defining
statement regarding “Public
Utilization”: “As the STAs
have been established to
improve water quality and
to provide scientific data
which is necessary to
conform with the provisions
of EVERGLADES FOREVER
ACT, public access to, or
any use of, the interiors of
the impoundments can not
be allowed...”

This is a hard position to
overcome, but the south
Florida UW-F members are

in the fight! The 2003
season, other than STA 5,
was hit and miss

proposition. The south end
of the lake changed
overnight from good to
literally nothing throughout
the season. Lots of ringers
one day, none the next.
The teal started strong, but
some of the marsh areas on
the east side of the lake
that were good last year
had too much water this
year.....and spraying
cleaned out a lot of hydrilla.
The lake was too high (what
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else is new?) and ducks had
a lot of “out of reach” places
to hide. The glades had
much lower populations of
ringers throughout the
season and even hard
scouting often could not
locate a large concentration.
The Loxahatchee Refuge
held a variety of species,
but as usual the number of
waterfowl versus the
vastness of the marsh can
be frustrating. Some really
giant sized mottles are seen
there! There’s no doubt,
with the STAs off limits, an
extra large number of ducks
have returned north from
south Florida this year.

-Newton Cook

Communication

Good communication is vital
to the continued success of
our organization. Please
help us help you stay
informed and involved. If
you're moving send us
forwarding info. If you
change your ISP, be sure to
let us have your new e-mail
info. If you know of a
member that is not getting
the newsletter or if
someone is having trouble
signing in to the website
PLEASE call, write or e-mail
me and the problem will be
promptly corrected.
Remember to check the
date above your name on
the address label. That's
your renewal date.

David Lithgow
dlithgow@bellsouth.net
772-336-5197

P.O. Box 550801
Jacksonville, FL 32255




Steve Wilcox to Manage
UW-F Website

Steve Wilcox has
volunteered to maintain and
manage the UW-F websites.
This is a very important
function and we are
indebted to Steve for his
assistance. The UW-F
website, including the Public
and Member Only pages are
crucial to the internal
administration of UW-F. The
YAHOO group e-mail site
gives UW-F instant access
to most members. Members
can do their part to insure
the effectiveness of these
sites by keeping their e-mail
addresses on record
current. Be sure to PM, e-
mail Steve or post on the
Member Only site any
change in your address.
Members are encouraged to
visit the UW-F websites
often and to contribute.
Also, please respond to the
YAHOO group site and
support the issues outlined
there with your e-mails and
letters directed to the
subjects. Your VOICE is
important!

Have you visited:

www.unitedwaterfowlersfl.org

Sign up today to join the
discussion forum and
you’ll stay informed!

Renew Your UW-F
Membership

Have you checked the date
printed above your name on
the address label of this
newsletter? That date is the
last renewal date we have
for you. Please send in your

renewal or renew at the
web site before your annual
membership runs out.

Letter from Departing
President

Another year has passed for
United Waterfowlers-Florida
and what a year it was!
In 2003, UW was actively
involved in issues and
concerns that were
important to all
waterfowlers. From  our
involvement in the planning
of the Everglades
restoration and the access
to South Florida's STAs, UW
was there to '"voice" the
waterfowler's opinion.

UW was also very active
with decisions that involved
access to "public lands"
maintained by the St Johns
Water Management District.
UW can say that we were
influential in securing more
waterfowling areas within
the district's lands.

As for UW's role of legacy
and education, we
promoted waterfowl hunting
to youth campers at the
FWC's summer camp. UW
instructed soon to be duck
hunters in the ways of
waterfowl identification,
proper hunting techniques
and proper safety.
UW also sponsored a young
hunter to spend a couple of
weeks at the camp. Yes,
UW is looking out for the
future of duck hunting in
the "Sunshine State".

UW is also active at a state
level when decisions are
made for the long run.
This past Summer, UW
attended the FWC's

Stakeholders meeting in
which uw presented
arguments that the FWC
should establish a
benchmark for better
waterfowl habitat, that the
FWC should work with other
law enforcement agencies
to clarify and understand
legal hunting and that the
FWC should afford more
hunting opportunities when
available.

In short UW has been
working for the Florida duck
hunter.

I am proud to have served
as UW's third president and
I have enjoyed working and
meeting UW's members and
friends. Being part of UW
and participating in it's
events has been a joy and
has brought a sense of
accomplishment. UW s
recognized in Florida as an
effective and respected
voice and will continue.

I am proud to pass the
torch to a capable and
enthusiastic team. | am
confident that UW is in good
hands and that bigger and
better things are on the
horizon.

Thanks for allowing me to
be UW's president and |
plan to be part of UW for
many years to come.

Best regards,
Duke DuBose




